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LFGISLATIVE BILL 124
Approved by the Governor May 26, 1983

Introduced by DeCamp, 40; Wesely, 26; Fowler, 27

AN ACT relating to emergy; to amend sections 66-1020,
81-1606, 81-1610 to 81-1615, 81-1617, 81-1620,
81-16.2, and B1-1625, Reissue Revised Statutes
of Nebraska, 1943, and sections 66-1030,
66-1035, 66-1047, 66-1048, 66-1055, 77-2715,
81-1609, 81-1616, 81-1618, 81-1623, and
81-1632, Revised Statutes Sapplment, 1982; to
revive sections 66-1019 to 66-1028, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943; to revive
provisions relating to an energy conservation
tax exemption; to change the povwers and duties
of the State Enerqgy Office and the Building
Energy Conservation Standards Board; to change
provisions relating to lighting and thermal
efficiency standards and school district
energy efficiency grants; *o change provisions
relating to an income tax credit; to define a
tetn; to redefine tetas; to harmonize
provisions; to extend a termination date; to
repeal the original sections, and also section
81-1624, Heissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, and sections 81-1619 and 81-1621,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 1982.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 66-1020, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

66-1020. The actual value of any improvement
designed primarily for energy conservation installed
after November 11, 1980, but on or before Becempber 317
4985 July 17, 1982, shall be exempt from taxation for a
period of five years from the date of installation if ap
application for _such exemption_ _was _made_ _and gualifies
pursuant to_section 66-1021 on _or before July 17, 1982.

Sec. 2. That section 66-1030, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, be amended to read as
follovws:

66-1030. FPor purposes of sections 66-1029 to
66-1055, anless the context otherwvise requires, the
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definitions found in sections 66-1031 to 66-1046 and
section 4 of this act shall apply.

Sec. 3. That section 66-1035, Revised
Statutes Supplemeant, 1982, be amended to read as
follows:

66-1035. Benewable energy source system shall
mean one ot waore of the following energy measures:
Solar domestic hot water systems, acrive solar space
heating systems, coambined active solar space heating and
solar domestic hot water systems, passive solar space
heating and cooling systeas, vind energy devices,
photovoltaic arrayvs, and replacemeant solar swiamiag pool
heaters.

Sec. 4. Photovoltaic arrays shall _mean
photovoltaic __cells which _convert solar  radiation
directly _to _electricity, _as _wvell as _the attemdant
electric storage _and conditioning equipment, _when such
arcays have a rated peak power output of at least one

Sec. 5. That section 66-1047, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, be anmended to read as
follows:

66-1047. An individual shall be allowed, as a
credit to be applied against such individual®’s income
tax liability, a credit for the installation within this
state of a renewable energy source systeam. The credit
shall be available for a functional renevable energy
source system installed betveen January 1, 1982, and
December 31, 1986. The amount of the credit shall be
determined by the date the renewable energy source
system is installed:

(1) For a system installed on or after January
1, 1982, and prior to January 1, 1983, the amount of the
credit shall be equal to thirty per cent of the cost of
the system or three thousand dollars, whichever is less;

(2) For a system installed on or after January
1, 1983, and prior to January 1, 1984, the amount of the
credit shall be equal to twenty-five per cent of the
cost of the system or two thousand five hundred dollars,
vhichever is less;

{(3) For a system installed on or after January
1, 1984, and prior to January 1, 1985, the amount of the
credit shall be equal to twenty per cent of the cost of
the system or two thousand dollars, whichever is less;

(4) For a system installed on or after January
1, 1985, and prior to January 1, 1986, the amount of the
credit shall be equal to fifteen per cent of the cost of
the system or one thousand five hundred dollars,
whichever is less; and

(5) For a systeam installed oa or after Janmuary
1, 1986, and prior to January 1, 1987, the amount of the
credit shall be equal to ten per cent of the cost of the
system or one thousand dollars, vhichever is less.
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Any credit balance may be carried over and
applied against the individeal's income tax liability
for the twvo years immediately succeeding the year in
which the credit was earned. The credit allowved by this
section shall not exceed the individual's income tax
liability For the taxable year.

Sec. 6. That section 66-1048, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, be apmended to read as
follows:

66-10u8. A____corporation, _ _partanegship,
subchaptec S corporation, or_ fidugiary shall be allowed
a_credit for _installation of a renewable energy sourge
system _within 'his state. The credit allowed to a
corporation or a_fiduciary that does not distribute its
ingome currently shall be applied against sugh emtity's
ingome __tax liability. __ A__ _credit_ _ allowed to _.a
partnership, subgchapter S corporation. or fiduciary that
distributes its income currently shall be allowed to_the
partners, _shareholders, or beneficiaries to the _same
extent _as _such partuer. _shareholder. _or bemeficiary
shates in the income of _the entity if sugh distribution
does _not increase the total allowable gredit _for a
system or allow a credit to__an_individual who could not
claim a _credit upder subsection _(6) of section 77-¢715.
X corporation or any other entity taxed as a corporation
under the Internat Revende €ode shaii be atlowed; as a
credit to be appiied against such corporationts income
tax tiabiiity; a credit for the instattation of a
renevable energy source syseem: The credit shall be
available for a fuactional remnewable enerqgy source
system installed between January 1, 1982, and December
31, 1986. Any partnership, subchapter S corporation, or
fiduciary which installed a__functional renewable eneray
source system after January 1, 1982. and prior to the
effective date of this act shall be eligible for the
gredit authorized pursuapt to this section. The amount
of the credit shall be determined by the date the
renewable energy source system is installed:

(1) For a system installed on or after January
1, 1982, and prior to January 1, 1983, the amount of the
credit shall be equal to thirty per cent of the cost of
the system or six thousand dollars, whichever is less;

(2) For a system installed on or after January
1, 1983, and prior to January 1, 1984, the amount of the
credit shall be equal to twenty-five per cent of the
cost of the system or five thousand dollars, whichever
is less;

il iad
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{3) Por a system installed on or after January
1, 1984, and prior to January 1, 1985, the amount of the
credit shall be equal to tweanty per cent of the cost of
the system or four thousand dollars, whichever is less;

{(4) For a system installed on or after January
1, 1985, and prior to January 1, 1986, the amount of the
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credit shall he equal to fifteen per cent of the cost of
the systes or three thonsasd dollars, whichever is less;
and

{5) For a system installed on or after Jaamuary
1, 1986, and prior to January 1, 1987, the amount of the
credit shall be egual to ten per cent of the cost of the
system or two thousand dollacs, whichever is less.

Any credit balance may be carried over and
applied against the eerporationta entity's income tax
liability for the twa years inmmediately succeeding the
year in which the credit was earned. The credit allowed
by this section shall not exceed the corporatioat’s
entity's income tax liability for the taxable year.

Sec. 7S That section 66-1055, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, be amended to read as
follows:

66-1055. Sections 66-1029 to 66-1055 shall
terminate on December 31, 4987 1990.

Sec. 8. That section 77-2715, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, be amended to read as
follows:

77-2715. {1) A tax is hereby imposed for cach
taxable vyear on the ectire income of every resideat
individual of this state and on the income of every
nonresident individual of this state which 1is derived
from sources within this state. The tax shall be a flat
percentage of, for each resident individual, the
taxpayer's adjusted federal income tax liability for the
tazxable year, and for each nonresident individual, the
taxpayer's adjusted federal incouwe tax liability for the
taxable year which is attributable to income derived
from sources within this state.

The taxpayer's adjusted federal income tax
liability shall be the amount of federal incoame tax, as
determined under Subtitle A, Chapter I, subchapter A,
Parts I, V¥, and VI of the 1Internal Revenue Code, for
which the taxpayer would have been liable if such
taxpayer had paid federal income tax based on federal
taxable income as adjusted by the modifications provided
in section 77-2716 without any allowance for credits
against such tax perwitted under the Internal Revenue
Code.

The adjusted federal income tax 1liability of
each nonresident individual taxpayer vhich is
attributable to income derived from sources within this
state shall be determined by nultiplying his or her
adjusted federal income tax liability by a fractiom, the
numerator of which is his or her taxable income derived
from sources within this state as determined by section
77-2733, and the denominator of which is his or her
total federal taxable income, after first subtracting
from each the amounts provided in subsection (1) of
section 717-2716; PROVIDED, that if the above
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determination attributes more or less federal income tax
than is reasonably attributable to income derived from
sources within this state, the taxpayer may petition
for, or the Tax Commissioner may require, the enployment
of any other method to attribute an amount of federal
income tax which 1is reasonable and eguitable in the
circuastances.

(2) (a) A resident of this state shall mean an
individual who is domiciled in Nebraska or who maintains
a permanent place of abode in this state and spends in
the aggregate more than six months of the taxable year
in this state; and

{b) A nonresident shall mean au individual who
is not a resident of this state.

(3) {(a) There shall also be allowed to resident
individuals as a credit against the tax imposed by
sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135, a food sales tax credit
equal to twenty-eight dollars wmultiplied by the number
of allowable personal exemptions claimed for individuals
who are residents, exclusive of the extra exemptions
allowable for age or blindness. In the event a
dependent is claimed as an exemption on a federal return
by a nuonresident taxpayer who files no return in this
state, such dependent resides in this state, and the
support claimed by such nonresident taxpayer is
substantially spent in this state, the taxpayer in this
state who has legal custody of such dependent may claim
such food sales tax credit for each such dependent. &
refund shall be allowed to the extent that the food
sales tax credit exceeds the income tarxr payable by the
resident individual for the taxable year but no refund
shall be made in any amount less than two dollars.

{b) No individual who may be claimed as a
personal exeamption on another individual's return shall
be entitled to a food sales tax credit or refund for

himself or herself. If a food sales tax credit or
refund is claimed omn more thaa one retucn for the sanme
individual, the Tax Commissioner is authorized to

deterrmine the individual entitled to claim the credit or
refund provided herein.

(c) Ay individual, other than a person who
for more than six months of ¢the taxdable vyear is a
resident patient! or inmate of a public iastitution or an
organizatinn exeapt from tax as a charitable
institution, who maintains a permaueunt place of abode
within this state, spending in the aggregate more than
six moaths of the taxable year within this state, shall
be conclusively presumed to have paid or paid with
respect to suach personal exemptions retail sales and use
taxes imposed by this state egual to the maximum food
sales tax credit allowable.

{d) The credits or refunds for sales taxes
allowed by this subsection shall be claimed on incoame
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tax returns or in the case of an individual not having
tax liability in this state on such foras or claims for
refunds as the Tax Commissioner shall prescribe.

{(4) Credits to wminors, including any child
wvhose parent or guardiam is a rTecipient of aid to
dependent children, shall be claiped by the parent or
guardian.

{5) There shall be allowed, to gqualified
resident individuals as a credit against the tax imposed
by sections 77-2714 to 77-27,135, a credit for the
elderly equal to fifty per cent of the federal credit
alloved under section 37 of the Internal Reveuue Code.

(6) Subject to termination under sectioa
66-1055, there shall be allowed to resident individuals
as a credit against the tax imposed by sections 77-2714
to 77-27,135, a «credit for renevable energy source
systems as provided under section 66-1047.

Sec. 9. That section 81-1606, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
followus:

81-1606. The Director of the State Energy
office shall develop and maintain a program of
collection, compilation, and analysis of energy
statistics and information. Existing information
reporting requests, maintained at the state and federal
levels, shall be utilized whenever possible in any data
collection required under the provisions of this act
sections 81-1601 to 81-1607. A central state repository
of energy data shall be developed and coordinated with
other governmental data collection and record-keepiny
recordkeeping programs. The director shall, on at least
a quarterty an anaual basis, with monthly coampilations,
submit to the Governor and the Clerk of the Legislature
a report identifying state energy consumption by fuel
type and by use to the extent that such information is
available. Nothing in this section shall be construed
as permitting or authorizing the revealing of
confidential information. For purposes of this section
confidential information shall sean any process,
formula, pattera, decision, or compilation of
information which 1is used, directly or indirectly, in
the business of the producer, refiner, distributor,
transporter, or veandor, and which gives such producer,
refiner, distribator, transporter, or vendor an
advantage or an opportunity to obtain an advantage over
coapetitors who do mot know or use it.

Sec. 10. That section 81-1609, Bevised
Statutes Suppleaent, 1982, be amended to read as
follows:

81-1609. As used in sections 81-1608 to
81-1626, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) office shall mean the State Enerqgy Office;

(2) Contractor shall mean the person or entity
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responsible for the overall construction of any building
or the installatior of any component which affects the
energy efficiency of the building;

(3) Architect or engineer shall mean any
person registered pursuant to section 81-847;

(4) Building shall mean any new structure,
renovated buildiug, or addition which provides
facilities or shelter for public assembly, educational,
business, mercantile, institutiounal, warehouse, or
residential occupancies, as well as those portions of
factory and industrial facilities which are used
primarily for human occupancy, such as office space, but
not including amy sStructure which has a consumption of
traditional energy sources for all purposes not
exceeding the energy equivalent of one watt per square
foot;

(5) Residential building shall mean a building
three stories or less that is used primarily as one or
more dwelling units;

(6) Renovation shall mean alterations on an
existing building which will cost more than fifty per
cent of the replacement cost of such building at the
time work is commenced or «hich was not previously
heated or cooled, for which a heating or cooling system
is now proposed, except that the restoration of
historical buildings shall not be included;

(7) Addition shall mean any construction added
to an existing building wvhich will increase the floor
area of that building by five per cent or more;

{(8) Floor area shall mean the total area of
the floor or floors of a building, expressed in square
feet, which is within the exterior faee faces of the
shell of the structure which is heated or cooled;

(9) Board shall mean the Building Energy
Conservation Standards Board created by section
81-1610;

(10) Nebraska Buildiang Energy Conservation
Standard shall mean Stendard 99-75 of +he Aneriecar
Seciety of Heating; Refrigeration; and Air-€ondietoning
Engineers; Ines; as it exises on Aprit 247 49649 the
Hodel Enerdy Code., 1983 Edition., of the Council of
Amecican Building Officials: and

(11) Traditional energy sources shall mean
electricity, petroleus based fuels, uranium, coal, and
all nonrenewable forms of energy. + and

{12y XInitial electric service shali mean the
first time a contractor appiies for eiectrieai service
+0 a buiiding as defined in this sections

Sec. 11. That section 81-1610, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended +to read
as follows:

81-1610. {1) There is hereby created the
Building Energy Conservation Standards Board consisting
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of wunine members. The board shall consist of the
Director of the State Fnergy Office who shall be an ex
officio member and shall serve as chairperson of the
board, an architect, an engineer, a wmunicipal building
official, a home builder, a construction trade person, a
nonresidential comtractor, and tvo menbers of the
general public who are not members of any profession or
occupation represented by the other board msembers.
Members of the board shall be appointed by the Governor,
subject to approval of the Legislature. MNeabers, other
than the Director of the State Energy oOffice, shall
serve for terms of three years and shall not be
appointed for wmore thamn *wo consecutive three-year
terms, except that of the members first appointed, two
shall Dbe appointed for a one-year ¢*term, three for
tvo-year terms, and three for three-year teras.

(2) Members of the hoard, other tham the
Director of +the State Energy Office, shall receive
thirty-five dollars per diem and all members shall be
reimbursed for their expeuses as provided in section
84-306.01, for state employees.

(3) The board shall meet at the call of the
chairperson or a majority of the members. The
chairperson shall call meetings wvhen he or she
determines that it 1is necessary to revise the Nebraska
Byilding Boerqy Conservation Standard standerds or rules
and regulations. The board's respossithitiety shat:t be
duties shall bhe {a) to serve _as an appeal board for amy
county, city, or village which has adopted an _eguivalent
standard apd has_ _been found by the office to not be in
compliance _with __ the  Nebraska ___Buildindg___Enerqy
Conservation _ Standacd, _ _(b) ___to _ facilitate _the
participation of _cgouaties, cities, and_ _villages in
adopting _and_ _eaforcing the Nebraska Building _Enerdy
Congervation _Standard or _equivalent standard, (c)__to
assist the office in providing technical assistance to
counties. cities, or villages which_ _have adopted or are
considering _adopting __the Nebraska _ Building _Energy
Caonservation Standard, and (d) the approval of adoption
and revision of equivatency standerds and rules and
requlations pursuant to sections 81-1611 and 81-1612,
7 and to aet as appeal hoard pursuant +o section
g4-1624=

Sec. 12. That section 81-1611, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

81-1611. The Legislature hereby adopts the
Bodel Enerqy Code, 1983 Edition, of the Council of
Americapn Building Officials Standard 98-75 of +¢he

American Soctety of Heating; Refrigeration; and
Air-€ondititoning Enqineers; ¥ner; ay i1t exists oa Apriil
247 4988 as the Nebraska Building Energy Conservation
Standard. The State ERnergy Office wmay, with the

390 —g-



LB 124 LB 124

approval of the hoard, adopt requlations specifying
alternative standards for building systewns, techniques,
equipment designs, or building materials that will be
considered equivalent to the Nebraska Building Energy
Conservation Standard. Regulations specifying
alternative standards may be found equivalent to the
Hebraska Building Energy Conservation Standard and may
be approved for general or limited use if the use of
such alternative standards would not result in enerqgy
consumption yreater than would result from the strict
application of the Nebraska Building Energy Conservation
Standard.

Seclas I3k That section 81-1612, Reissue
Bevised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

81-1612. On or before January 1, 4984 1984,
the sState Energy Office, subject to approval of the
board, shall adopt and promulgate tules and regulations
for implementation and administration of sections
81-1608 to 81-1626. Such ruies and requiations shati
inctude; ba+t not ke iimited tey procedures +o pe useds
14> By ¢the office to inanre coapiianece with seections
84-1688 to 831-16263 +2) by prime contractors +o certify
cospiience with standards adopted pursusnt +o sections
84-14668 to #4-1626+ {3) ta appeat a determination of
noncenpiiance with the standardss and {4 ¢o request an
equtvatency determinations Rules, regulations, or
amendnents thereto shall be adopted pursuant to Chapter
84, article 9, subject to approval by the board.

Sec. 14, That section 81-1613, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended +to read
as follows:

81-1613. The State Energy Office shall
produce; ne iater +han danuary 43 19847 manuals for use
hy architects, engineers, prime contractors, and owners.
The manuals shall be furnished upon request at a price
sufficient to cover the costs of production. The
manuals shall contain, but not be limited to:

(1) The Nebraska Building Energy Conservation
Standard; or equivaient atandard adopted by the offices

{2) PForms, charts, tables, and other data to
assist architects, engineers, and prime coutractors in
meet ing the Nebraska Buildiag Energy Conservation
Standard; or equivatent standard adopted by the offices
and

{(J) Any other information which the office
finds will assist local code officials persons in
enforcing eonforming ¢eo the standards.

Sec. 15. That section 81-1614, Reissue
Revised 5tatutes nf€ Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

81-1614. The Nebraska Building Energy
Conservation Standard or equivaient standard adopted by
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the office under sections 84-1608 ¢o 81-1626 shall
apply tos=

<1y New residestial butidings on vhich
condtruetion s initiated on or afeer Aprit 4; I98i;
except that the Pirector of +the State Energy 6ffice may
extend such date of application ¢o a date not later than
fctober 1; 19817 if the director determines +that such
extension is necessary +o assist persens in being abile
to compty with the seandards; and

2 At other all new buildings, or
renovations of or additions to any existing buildings,
on which construction is initiated on or after January
47 1982; except +hat the director aay extend such date
of appiication to a date not later than duiy 4; 1982; if
the director determines that such extension is necessary
+0 assist persons ir being anbie ¢to compiy with the
standards the effective date of this act.

Sec. 16. That section B81-1615, Reissue
Revised Statutes of QNebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

81-1615. (1) The following shall be exespt
froa sections 81-1608 to 81-1626:

(a) Aoy building which has a peak desigm rate
of energy usage for all purposes of less than one wvatt,
or three and four-tenths British Thermal Units per hour,
per square foot of floor area;

{b) Any building which is neither heated nor
cooled;

(c) Any building or portion thereof which is
owned by the United States of America;

(1) Any mobile home as defined by section
T71-4603;

{(e) Any reranufactured housing unit as defined
by subsection (1) of section 71-1557; and

(f) Any building (i) listed on the Natiomal
Register of Historic Places,_ (ii} determined to _be
eligible for the Natiomal Register of Historic Places by
the State Historic Preservation _ Officer, or {iii)
designated as___an individual landmark __or __heritaage
EESiﬁE!QEiQT..&te _by a municipality or located within a
designated landmark or heritage preservation district:

aad

{q) _Any building to be renovated that is
located within an area that has been desiqnated blighted
by _a municipality.

{2) All residential buildings shall be exespt
from lighting efficiency standards.

Sec. 17. That section 81-1616, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, be amended to read as
follows:

81-1616. For purposes _of insuring cuapliaace
with section 81-1614:
{1) The office. or its authorized agent. may
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conduct _such__inspections and _investigations_ _as__ace
necessary to make a _determination pursuant _to section
81-1625 and may _igsue an_ order containing and resultiag
from_ __the _ findings __of __ _such__ ingpections ___and
investigations: and

42} A_building _owpner may submit a written

request that the office undertake a determinatioan
pursuant _to subdivision (1) of this section. _Such
reguest shall include a list of reasoas why the building
ovner believes such a determination is necessary.
] A _building owner aqqrieved by the office's
determination, or refusal to make such deternipation,
Bay appeal such determination or refusal to the Building
Enerqy Conseryation Standards Board.

The office may charge an amouut sufficient to
Lecover the costs of proyviding such determinations.

Buildings _located _in _a county., city. _or
village which has adopted the Nebraska Building Fuergy
Conservation Stapdard or equivalent standard pu-suant to
section 81-1618, and constructed after the _adoptior of
such_standard. shall be exempt from the provisions of
this section.

Any person 4ho owns or eonstruets a building
to which sections 84-1668 to 84-1626 appty may request
that an atternative buiiding systens technique;
equipnent design; or butriding anteriat be found
equivatent to the Nebraska Building Erergy Conservation
Stendard or equivaient standard adopted by the officex
The State £rergy 6ffice or Jocai code anthorrty shaii
sake such determination +f it £inds that +he proposed
atternative wvonitd not reauit ina enerqgy consumption
greater then wouid resuit fron the striet appiication of
the Nebraska Buitiding Enerqy conservation Standards If
the State Bnergy 0ffice or local eode anthority fatis teo
approve or disapprove the request within sixty days from
the date of fiting; it shaii be corsidered approveds
fhe State Enerqy 6ffice oF iocat eode atvthority may
charge the person or entity regquesting o determination
of equivalency an anount sufficient to recover the costs
of providing such servicex

Sec. 18. That section 81-1617, Reissue
Revised Statutes of HNebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

B1-1617. The State Emergy Office and any
local code authority may corduct inspections and
investigations necessary to enforce the Nebraska
Building Energy Conservation Standard or equivalent
standard adopted by the offiee and may, at reasonable
bhours, enter 1into any building and upon any premises
within its jurisdiction for the purpose of examination
to determine compliance with sections 81-1608 to
81-1626. Inspections shall be conducted only after
peraission has been granted by the owner or occupant or
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after a warrant has been issued pursuant to sections
29-830 to 29-835.

Sec. 19. That sectioa 81-1618, BRevised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, be amended to read as
follows:

81-1618. Any county, «city, or village may
adopt and enforce a lighting aad thermal efficiency
ordinance, resolution, or standard. Such ordinance,
resolution, or standard shall be considered euuivalent
to_the Nebraska Building Energy Conservatiogn Standard if
it approved by the office prior to enforcements Fhe
office whatl appreve +the ordinance; resotwetien; or
standard +f i+ finds +hat i+ {4) would not result in
energy coasumption greater than vwould result from the
strict application of the Nebraska Building Eaergy
Conservation Standards {2y and is reasonably comnsistent
with the intent of sections 81-1608 to 81-1626. 3 3
provides for +he tnspection of buitdings; and {4}
provides enforcement procedures coaparable +o those
provided in sectiony H4-1698 to 81-4626= Such approvai
any be revoked by the office for cause upon thirty days?
notice after a hemrings Any building or portion thereof
subject to the jurisdiction of, and inspected by such
county, city, or village shall be deesmed to comply with
sections B81-1608 to B81-1626 if it meets the standards
of such ordinaomce, resolition, or standards. Such
county, city, or village may by ordinance or resolution
prescitibe a schedule of fees sufficient to pay the costs
incurred pursuant to sections 81-1608 to 81-1626.

Sec. 20. That section 81-1620, Reissue
Revised Statutes of HNebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

81-1620. The State Energy Office shall
establish a continuing program of technical assistance
to any county, city, or wvillage which adoaopts and
enforces an approved 1ighting and thermal efficiency
ordinance; resotution; or standard or is considering
adopting _and eanforcing_the Nebraska Building Eneray
Conservation _Standard _or __equivalent staandard.  The
program shall include the training of local officials in
building technology and local enforcement procedare
related to 1lighting aad thermal efficiency standards,
and the development of training programs suitable for

presentation by local governments, educational
institutions, and other public or private entitiaes.
Sec. 21. That section 81-1622, Relissue

Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

81-1622. Prior to the construction,
renovation, or addition to any existing building after
the dates specified imn section 81-1614 the following
requirements shall be aet vhere a county, city, or
village has not adopted an ordinance, resolution, or
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standard approved pursuant to section 81-1618:

(1) When no architect or engineer is retained,
the prime contractor shall certify +o the office; on a
forn suppiied by +he offiee; that such contractor witil
build or cause to be built, to the best of his or her
knowledge, according to the Nebraska Building Energy
Conservation Standard; of equivalenr standard adepted by
the offieces and

(2) When an architect or enqgineer is retained:
(a) The architect or engineer shall place his or her
state registration seal on all construction drawings
which shall indicate that the design meets the Nebraska
Building EBnergy Conservation Standard er eqaivatent
standard adopted by +he offtces and (b) the prime
contractor responsible for the actual construction shall
certify to the office; on a form suppiied by +the office;
that he or she wiit build or cause to be built in
accordance with the construction documents prepared by
the architect or engineer.

Sec. 22. That section 81-1623, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, he amended to read as
follows:

81-1623. The State Energy 6ffice shati
tequire a certification processing fee to he collected
at the time the certification is fried with that offices
Suech fees shali be deposited in the State Energy Office
Cash Fund, which is hereby created, and ghall be used
only for costs incident +to carry out this act. Suech
fees shail rot exceed twenty-five doliars for singie
family residentiat tuiidings and shatl not exceed
tventy-five doliara or one cent per gross square foot;
vhichever is greeter; for any other buitdinrg=

Sec. 23. That section 81-1625, Beissue
Revised Statutes of VNYebraska, 1943, be ameunded to read
as follows:

81-1625. If the Director of the State Energy
Office or +the local code authority finds, within two
years from the date a building is first occupied, that
the building, at the time of construction, did not
comply with the Nebraska Building Energy Conservation
Standard or equivalent standard adopted by a__county,
Gitv. or village the offtce in ecffect at such *iae, the

director or_code authority may order the owner oL _prime
coptractor to *ake those actions necessary to bring the
building into compliance. This section does not limit
the right of the owner to bring civil ac*ion against the
contractor, architect, or engineer for the cost of
bringing the building into coapliance. & butidingy
addition; or renovation constructed ia accordarce with
plans approved by the State Energy 6Office or a toeat
code authority having approval purasant to section
84-1649 shaii be deemed *o have ecompiied with +the
Nebraska SButitdiag Energy €onservation Standard of
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equivaient standard adopted by the office in effect at
the time of conatructions

Sec. 24. That section 81-1632, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1982, be amended to read as
follows:

81-1632. (1) Any school district may apply to
the State Eprergy Office for an energy efficiency graat.
Bach school district applying for such a grant shall
provide matching funds equal to twenty-five per cent of
the grant request. Such matching funds may comsist of a
combination of cash or in-kind services, except that
in-kind services may not exceed fifty per ceat of the
required matching funds. Grants received pursuant to
this section and the matching school district f£funds
shall omnly be used for energy efficiency projects which
are approved by the State Energy Office at the time the
grant is approved. The State Fnergy Office shall
provide forms on which grant applications may be made.
The State Energy Office shall record and compile a
complete list of all grant applications and shall make
an equitable geographic distribution of grants as nearly
as possible among the congressional districts provided
in section 5-101.01.

(2) The State Emergy Office shall approve
grant applications for proposed prograams or projects
which will Tteduce energy use or result in a more
efficient use of available energy resources. MAny graat
not denied within ¢htety forty-five days of its
submission shall be considered approved. 1In deteraining
whether to approve, reduce, or deny am application the
State Energy Office shall consider the type of project
or program proposed, the 1life expectancy of the
building, the projected energy savings, and the simple
payback period for the project. No school district
shall receive grants totaling more than one hundred
thousand dollars for use in any one school.

{(3) UYpon approval of a grant application
pursuant to this section, the State Energy Office shall
subait its voucher against the School deatherization
Fund to the Director of Administrative Services for the
amount of the approved grant. The Director of
Administrative Services shall, on a moanthly basis or
more frequently if requested, notify the State Energy
office of the balance available in the School
Weatherization Fund.

{(4) Commencing July 1, 1983, the State Energy
office shall divide grants between major and @inor
projects or prograas. Thirty per cent of available
grant momey shall be for major projects or prograas.
Seventy per cent of available grant money shall be for
minor projects or programs. Major projects or prograas
shall mean those with a simple payback period of more
than five years and minor projects or programs shall
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mean those with a simple payback period of five years or
less. Any entity requesting a graant for a minor project
or program shall be required to provide wmatching funds
equal to twenty per cent of the grant request.

{5) For purposes of this section siaple
payback period shall mean the cost of the project
divided by the first year's savings resalting from the
project.

Sec. 25. Sections 66-1019 to 66-1028, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are hereby revived.

Sec. 26. That original sections 66-1020,
81-1606, 81-1610 to 81-1615, 81-1617, B81-1v20, 81-1622,
and 81-1625, BReissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943,
and sections 66-1030, 66-1035, 66-1047, 66-10u8,
66-1055, 77-2715, 81-1609, 81-1616, 81-1618, 81-1623,
and 81-1632, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1982, aand also
section 81-1624, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, and sectioms B1-1619 and 81-1621, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1982, are repealed.



